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How Mrs. Brown gloried in its making! 


on Aunt Annie’s stone wall or her 

summer-house today?” four-year-old 
Jimmy would ask as Mrs. Brown would 
hurry out of her kitchen at just about ten 
o'clock every morning. 

“The stone wall, I guess, dear,” Grandma 
might answer. “Do you want to come up 
with me and help me look for some nice, 
long pieces of gray flannel?” 

And Grandma, followed by Jimmy, would 
get out her rug frame and piece-bag and 
start to work—Grandma earnestly bending 
over her hooking, and Jimmy sorting the 
gray pieces from the rest of the varied heap. 

What a rug it is! And what a history 
is worked into it! 

Just after Mrs. Brown had decided that 
she must give up her city house, and was 
establishing herself and family in their 
country home as a year-round residence 


October, 1934 
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her son lost his position and home, (things 
seem to happen that way), and arrived with 
his wife and four children to stay with his 
family until his affairs should improve. 
Finally, to make matters still more compli- 
cated, a small legacy which had always been 
looked upon as an infallible reserve-fund 
for the immediate family, had to be drawn 
upon weekly to pay for room, board, and 
a nurse for a sick, old cousin in a distant 
city. 

Faced by this combination of circum- 
stances, Mrs. Brown was too much upset to 
take an active interest in anything. There 
were, of course, all sorts of things to be 
done about the house, but there was her 
daughter-in-law, eager to be useful and 
begging to be allowed to take over the 
housekeeping. Books could not hold her at- 
tention, and no diversion could make her 
forget her own situation for long. With 
hopeless regularity she drove several times 
a week to call at the nursing home where 
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EVERAL miles out on the main road between 
Concord and Lowell, Massachusetts, lies the 
little village of Carlisle, a town so lovely and as 
yet so untouched by ‘restorers’ that I hesitate to 
name it lest something happen to turn it over- 
night into a suburb. No railroad connects it with 
the busier life of towns about it. No factory 
belches smoke to soil the white paint of its com- 
fortable houses. Only a dozen buildings about a 


village green, a pointed spire, and a few low 
slant-roofed farmhouses with their attendant 
sheds and stables —a typical New England 
farming village in a setting such as only New 
England can offer in America, and so unspoiled 
as to be almost unbelievable in a day of boosters 
and antiquers. 

From this town came the charming little 
spinet photographed in Figure 4, now the prop- 
erty of the Antiquarian Society of Concord. It is 
said to have belonged to the Reverend Timothy 
Wilkins who, in 1758, gave the land for the First 
Church of Carlisle. How long he had been living 
in Massachusetts at this time I have been unable 
to ascertain, or whether there had been a previous 
generation there before him. But it seems un- 
likely that he was the first owner of the spinet. 

As will be seen by the inscription across the 
front, it was made by Thomas Hitchcock of 
London, and is numbered 1455. Grove’s Dic- 
tionary of Music remarks that ‘spinets by the 
Hitchcocks have been preserved here and there,’ 
and that “one harpsichord by John Hitchcock 
(son of Thomas) is known.’ Certainly one of the 


Fig. 4. Spinet made by Thomas 
Hitchcock, who worked in London | 
between the years 1664 and 1703 


former of Colonial tradition in America is an 
exceedingly rare occurrence. 

The Hitchcocks were favorite spinet makers in 
England during the reigns of Charles I and II. 
The oldest spinet exhibited at the Historic Loan 
Collection at Bologna in 1888 was legibly in- 
scribed on the first key and on the jacks, ‘Thomas 
Hitchcock his ‘make in 1664.’ Another instru- 
ment with an autographic inscription by this 
maker, dated 1703, is known. Thus we are able 
to gain a general idea of the working time of 
Thomas. John is believed to have been his son, 
and to have worked contemporaneously with him 
for some time. 

Also contemporary with them was Charles 
Haward, patronized by Pepys, as witnessed in the 
extract from his diary quoted at the head of this 
department. Haward, although evidently in 
favor with Pepys, was far less progressive than 
the Hitchcocks, who dispensed with the sound 
hole and increased the compass of the spinet 
beyond anything attempted at the time on the 
Continent. To quote again from Grove: “The 
compass of these instruments, five octaves, from 
G to g, is so startling as to be incredible, were it 
not for the facts that several instruments are 
extant with this compass (the Wilkins instru- 
ment among them), that the keyboard did not 
admit of alteration, and that the Sainsbury 
Correspondence mentions that a greater compass 
was obtained in England in the time of Charles 
I than was expected or required on the Conti- 
nent.’ 

The form of the spinet thus described was the 
graceful wing form popular in England for a hun- 
dred and fifty years after the reign of Charles, 
known in Italy as the Spinetta Traversa, and in 
England as the Stuart, Jacobean, or Queen Anne 
spinet or the Couched Harp. An instrument in 
this form is pictured in Millais’ ‘Minuet,’ 1866. 
This and every other illustration which I have 
seen of them shows a tablelike support of either 
three or four legs with typical Stuart turnings. 
It will be remembered that this form of support 
persisted in many cases both in England and in 
America well into the reign of Anne. The Reif- 
snyder collection contained a slant-top desk in 
two parts with legs very (Continued on page 106) 


similar to those in an illustration I 
have seen of a Haward spinet in the 
possession of the Reverend L. K. Hil- 
ton of Shaftsbury, England. In his 
diary Pepys refers further to the pur- 
chase of ‘Triangles’ for his ‘espinette,’ 
which must have been a three-legged 
stand of this type. 

The legs of the Wilkins spinet are 
of course not original. They are of 


ys 


crudely finished pine in strong con- | 


trast to the beauty of the inlaid 
walnut case, and are decorated with 
brass rosettes of definitely Directoire 
flavor. Whether these may be taken as 
an indication of the date of the instru- 
ment’s arrival in this country is im- 
possible to say. But it is of course not 
at all unlikely that with limited ship- 
ping space a piece of such dimensions 
might have been sent from England 
without legs, with the intention of 
having these made at the place of its 
destination. 

The brasses on the case proper are 
altogether lovely, being engraved in 
the style most familiar to us through 
the brasses on certain beautiful high- 
boys of the William and Mary period. 
A feature frequently seen in keyed 
instruments of this period is the inlaid 
strip of ivory in the black keys. The 
carved decorations on the fronts of the 
keys are also typical. 
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‘Death of Charles Forbush, Civil|, 
_ War Veteran and Well 

| _ _ Known Resident. . , 
ie 


{ 

{ 

Galetti 

L : Carlisle, May He 

The funeral services of Charles For- 
| bush, one of Carlis’e’g most respected 

| eltizens,. whose death occurred on Sat-} | 

| urday last at his home in Bedford road, j 

j were held Tuesday afternoon at 2 | 

] 

1 


‘o'clock at his home and were attended ° 
| by a large gathering - of relatives, | 
‘neighbors and friends, together with aj 
‘delegation of Concord Post, 180, G. A. j 
/R.°"Rev. J. H. Crooker, D. D., min-' 
,ister of the First Parish Unitarian - j 
‘church, conducted the service. ' Miss ( 
| Lella §.° Bull of Billerica, sang three { 
, Selections, “God’s Ways Are the Best,". i 
| ‘Sometime We'll Understand” and “The { 
‘Faded Coat of Blue,” The Grand 1 
| Army service was conducted by Old: ; 
Concord Post, 180, of which deceased 4 
was a member, The bearers were 
George E. Wilkins, Benjamin F. Blais- 1 
, dell, James S, Anthony and Frank J. { 
'Biggi... Comrade Everett E. Lapham 
was color bearer, _Burial was in the | 
family lot in Green” éemetery~ where ~ 
the committal service was read by Rey. 
Dr. Crooker. Beautiful” fhowers cov- 1 
ered the grave. Funeral arrangements ‘; 
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1 
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Were In charge of 'T. A. Green, assist-: 
| ed by W. Herbert Blake of Lowell, =) 
j Charles Forbush was born in 1840 in 
the home where he died and was aged 
81 years, 3 months and 26 days. -He° 
Was a son of the Iate Paul G. and Olive 
(Green) Forbush and ‘was - the last 4 
Member of.a family of four sisters and 

'one brother. “Living where until a young _- 
; Man he for some years worked at the! | 
“grocery trade with William A. Ing- / 
ham of Lowell. Later he returned to! 
‘town and settled on the farm where he’ 
remained ‘the rest of his life time. He! 
was mustered into the service on Oct,’ 

- 16,1862 as a member of Co. G of the 
47th regiment and was discharged 
Sept. 1, 1863. Mr. Forbush’ was a 
member of the First Parish Unitarian i 
church, serving on the parish commit- 4 

;tee and also as a trustee for Many 4 

‘years. In town affairs he ‘served as 4 
selectman, school committeeman, high-74 

| way. commissioner and for many years 4 

| was a member of the Memorial ‘day - 

committee. He was associated with the 4 

| Middlesex Mutual Fire Insurance Co. of ~ 

Concord. Although not enjoying his 4 
' usual health for some months, he was. 

iable to be out of doors until within’ 4 

‘a few weeks of his final fllness. Mr “ 
Forbush was highly respected, a good 4 

‘nelghbor, one who took a great interest :B 

;in all affairs of the town and will be ©) 

{greatly missed in this neighborhood, =~! 

' Out of respect to the late Charles =: 
Forbush the town flag has flown at halt Bi 

“staff for the past four days. “ONpE See? 
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